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thirsty in the heat of the day, he must beg from
those who have the right to use the public well,
and he must wait until pity moves some one to
pour a little water into his cupped hands.
A movement is on foot to better the condition
of the great mass of the outcaste people. They
form a fifth of the population of India. Although
they are all reckoned to be outside the pale of
caSte, they have divided and subdivided themselves
through the long ages into what they term castes;
and they observe the divisions rigidly. The pariah
domestic servant is an outcaste in the south, but
he holds himself to be infinitely superior to the
sweeper and the worker in leather, with whom he
will neither take his food, nor intermarry, nor join
in the practice of religion.. This caste distinction,
whether among the highest or the lowest of India's
millions, is one of the chief difficulties in the path
of the missionary*
The woman in the sketch is a market coolie.
She brings home the meat and vegetables purchased
by the cook in the bazaar. The cook is also a
pariah. No caste native would employ him or his
market woman.
The touch that makes the whole Hindu world
kin is in the observance of religious rites. Nothing